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R E P U B L I C  O F  A L B A N I A  

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF ALBANIA 

PRESIDENCY 

 

To:  SWEDISH ACADEMY, STOCKHOLM 

CC:   Committee for Nobel Prize in Literature 

 

The Academy of Sciences of Albania has received with profound disappointment 

and concern the decision of the Committee for the Nobel Prize in Literature to be 

awarded to writer Peter Handke. 

 

Being for many years now a persistent proposer of Ismail Kadare’s candidacy, the 

Albanian writer with the most recognized and well-received reputation globally, 

the Academy of Sciences of Albania has avoided, even though with difficulty, 

interpretations of this Committee; as it has no desire to be judged as the injured 

party. 

 

But this year’s Nobel laureate, who has rightly created a situation of wide concern 

in Europe and the world, has forced us to leave behind our formal courtesy, and to 

express ourselves through this public contestation, which joins the many other 

public outcries. Our sister academy, the Swedish Academy, in previous cases of 

contested decisions of its committee, has rightfully implied that it is part of its 

principles that the Nobel in Literature is an award of talent and citizenship. It could 

be argued that the awarding of such a prize is related only to the contribution of the 

writer in world literature, but at the same time we are also aware of the political 

importance carried by the Nobel Prize. 

 

This year we are being forced to take a stance, because the Nobel laureate 

jeopardizes this principle, showing the committee of this dignified award as 

possessing double standards and being indifferent towards the most refused 

European phenomena, such as hate speech, support of collective crimes, and public 

support of national, linguistic, racial, gendered, and cultural hatred, with obvious 

infringement of the code of ethics. The same Academy which yearly awards the 



Nobel Prize cannot allow itself to encourage conflict and hatred with this same 

prize. 

 

We do not judge the literary values of the winner of this year’s Nobel Prize. 

 

We despair because the committee of this prize has abandoned its principles in its 

judgment, closing their eyes before the open encouragement that this writer offered 

to the machinery of ethnic hatred towards Albanians; inspired by an individual on 

trial for serious crimes against humanity from the International Court of Justice in 

Hague.  

 

Our question is: Can these “principles” be believed in anymore? 

 

There have been doubts about the morals of the Nobel Prize in Literature for some 

time now. 

 

It has happened before, that the committee of this high prize has also taken 

opinions into consideration; the opposite has also happened, that in the name of 

ideals, ideologies, and personal political stances, there has been a pre-selection, 

excluding therefore masters of art and of the written word. 

 

Just as it has happened that extraordinary literary talents have been shown to have 

had occult implications in social life, a long time after being awarded the prize.  

 

But it has never happened that inspirers of the primitive ideology of hatred and 

ethnic enmity to be laureates by amnestying their widely known infamous 

responsibilities. 

 

As mentioned above, the Academy of Sciences of Albania expresses its 

disagreement and indignation, because in our estimation this is a heavy act of 

violation of human values. 

 

 

Tirana, October 11, 2019 


